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Dear Reading Bear,
Do you know any games I can play with my primary child so we can practice reading her sight

vocabulary at home?
Homework Can Be Fun Parent

Dear Homework Can Be Fun Parent:

If you download Aukamm' website (http://www.wies-esa.eu.dodea.edu), you will find old
columns of Reading Bear. In some of the columns, you will find websites, games, and strategies
that you can use at home. Below are some games I have played with Baby Bear.

Spill a Sight Word

Copy sight words onto small index cards. Place the word cards in an empty container or
paper bag. Invite your child to shake the container, spill out the words, and read the cards
that fell face up. Give each word a value (the score could equal to the number of letters in the
word). Record the total, then place the remaining words back in the can/bag and shake and spill
again. Add the total to the first score. Play until your child has spilled and read all the words.

Squirt and Spell with Shaving Cream

Give your child a squirt of shaving cream on a washable table or tray. Let them use
their hands to spread out the shaving cream.

Explain that you are going to say a sight word and that you want them to try writing the
word with their finger in the shaving cream. (If your child can not spell the word, show them
the printed sight word card.)

After they have spelled the word, have them wipe their words away and get ready for a
new word.

Read My Back

Place the list of sight words in front of your child. “"Write” a sight word on your child's
back. Can your child guess the word? Trade places—let your child trace a word from the list
on your back. Continue taking turns tracing and guessing sight words.

Jump On It

Copy sight words on index cards (one word per card). Make a second set of the same
words. Scatter one set face-up on the floor, leaving about a foot between each card. Place
the other set in a stack facedown. Turn over the first card in the stack. Have your child read
the word (offer help as needed) and then jump on the corresponding card on the floor. Turn
over the next card and have your child read it and jump to that word. Continue until your child
has jumped on all the words. Mix up the cards and play again!

Enjoy,
Reading Bear



